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In the KING's BENCH, Weſtminſter-Hall, 
On Thurſday, February 21, 1782, 


Before the Right Hon. WitLiam, Earl of Mans? 1ELD, 
and the following Special Jury. 


Barrington Buggin, of Harper-ſtreet, Eſq. 
2 Anderſon, of Conduit-ſtreet, Eſq. 
ichard Gildart, of Southampton-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Henry Buſby, of Charlotte-ſtreet, Eſq. 
George Wheatley, of Southampton-row, Eſq. 
Marmaduke Langdale, of the ſame, Eſq. 
John Hall, of Eaſt Caſtle-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Henry Kitchin, of Berner's-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Gilbert Parke, of Kentiſh Town, Eſq. 
Jonathan Hele, of Charlotte-ſtreet, Eſq. 
John Atkins, of Hatton-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Joſe pb Hughes, of the ſame, Eſq. 


The Right Hon. Sir RICHARD WORSLEY, Bart. 


Comptroller of his Majeſty's Houſhold, Governor of the Iſle of Wight, 
Member of Parliament for the Borough of Newport in that Iſle, 


Colonel of the South Battalion of the Hampſhire N F. . 5 
and A. S. Plaintiff; 


1 


GEORGE MAURICE BISSET, Eſg. otherwiſe MAURICE 
| GEORGE BISSET, Eſq. Defendant. 


HE Declaration ated, that the Defendant, on the 19th day of No- 

vember, 1781, and on divers other days and times, between that day 
and the 24th of the ſame month, at Weſtminſter, in the county of Middle- 
ſex, with force and arms, made an aſſault on Seymour, the Wife of the 
Plaintiff, and then and there debauched, deflowered, lay with, and carnzlly 
knew her, the ſaid Seymour, to the Plaintiff's damage of 20,9001. 

CE. B . | | To 


k 2 1 


To this Declaration the Defendant pleaded not guilty, and eee iſſue 
Was joined. 


Counſel for the „bb Counſel for the Defendant. 
Mr. Ar TORNEY GENERAL; . Mr; BEAR CRO, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. HOwOR TR, 


Mr. Dux NIN G. Mr, PECRELL.. 
Mr. ERrSKINE,. 


ON. the opening x of Mr. Attorney General, it appeared that the Plaintiff: 
lives at Apuldurcomb, in the Iſle of Wight, and that he is worth about 5;oocl. 

a year; that Lady Worſley is the Daughter of Sir John Fleming, who is dead, 
and with whom Sir Richard had a fortune of about 70,000]. or upwards ; that 
her Mother was married to. Mr. Laſcelles, of Yorkſhire, and her Siſter to-, 
Lord Harrington. The Plaintiff and ſhe were married on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1775; and they have iſſue of the marriage two children, a ſon and a 
daughter ; the firſt, born within a year of two after their marriage ; and the. 
latter, in Auguſt laſt. 

That the Defendant was an officer in the Hampſhire. militia, of which the. 
. Plaintiff is Colonel, and that he had only been acquaintgd with him from the 

end of February,@or the beginning of March, 1781 ; that their acquaintance . 
commenced in conſequence of a burgage-tenure Mr. Biſſet was poſſeſſed of in 
the Iſle of Wight, which, added to an eſtate worth about 800l. a year ia 
Somerſetſhire, makes his income about 1 gool. a year, and which Sir Richard, 
for parliamentary convenience, wanted to purchaſe ; that, in conſequence of 
letters having paſſed between them on that occaſion, their firſt perſonal in- 
terview was by the means of Mr. Clarke, the receiver of Mr. Biſſet's rents; 
and that, ſoon after their acquaintance, Sir Richard gave him a commiſſion in 
his regiment. 

The greateſt intimacy ſubſiſted between them; the Plaintiff had a houſe at 
Maidſtone, in Kent, where the Defendant uſed to viſit whilſt in camp at Cox- 
heath. When tne camp broke up, they came to Lewes, where Sir Richard, 
had a houſe, apd Mr. Biffet lodgings ; and the. firmeſt attachment {ubliſted. 


between them, till the unhappy event took place, which is the ſulyea of this 
action, 


EVITENCE: 


! 

EVIDENCE for the PLAINTIF. 
The Marriage of the 15th September, 1775, admitted. 
Captain L EVER SAG E fworn. 
Examined by Mr, DN NIN OG. 


9. You, I believe, Mr. CNT are an Officer in the Hampſhire mili- 
tia ?—Yes, Sir. 
Q: Do you remember Captain Biſſet ?—Yes, Sir; I do. 

2; I believe he had a commiſſion in the ſame regiment ?—Yes, Sir. 

2, Do you remember Sir Richard Worſley being at Coxheath ; and do 

you recollect Captain Biſſet being there ?—I do. | 
Q: Do you reeollect what time ?—I believe it was in June or July. 
Q: What year ?—In the year 1781. 
Q: Had you any previous acquaintance with Captain Biſtet ?—None, Sir. 
9. Then that was your firſt knowledge of him ? My firſt knowledge of - 
him was at High Wickam. I ſaw him on the parade there. 
Q. Had you any opportunities of knowing, whether Captain Biffet had, or 
had not, a great friendſhip with Sir Richard Worlley and his family! It al- 
ways appeared ſo to me. 
9. Do you remember their coming to A the breaking - up of the 
camp ?——Yes, Lewes was the place of the head- quarters. 
9. I take it for granted he was a Man of Faſhion, and kept company? 
Yes, Sir. 
In the. courſe of the ſummer, was he ever at Sir Richard's houſe at Maid- - 
' ſtone? Ves, Sir. 
9. During the time Captain Biſſet was in his winter quarters, I preſume - 
he had lodgings? Yes ; he had lodgings in Lewes. 

Q: And Sir Richard Worſley had a houſe there? Tes, Sin: 

9. Did you obſerve them frequently together; and do you recollect him 
and Lady Worſley being together at a party which met at your houſe? 
J recollect that perfectly well. 

9. Be ſo good as to tell. us the date ? On * the 18th of Novem- 
ber, they drank tea, and ſupped at my houſe. 

9. Upon whoſe invitation ?= —Mine, and the family's. . 
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2. It was a general invitation, I ſuppoſe ? ? 
invited, as well as their Huſbands. 
9. Do you recollect whether Sir Richard Worſley came in conſequence of 
that invitation? He did not come. About ten o'clock in the evening, he 


ſent an apology by Captain Worſley, that he was not very well, and begged 


to be excuſed; he could not wait upon us that evening; he was taking ſoi1e 
ſack-whey. 


9. Did Lady Worſley come ? 
in the evening, at tea time. 


Yes; Married Ladies were 


Lady W — 8 came about ſeven o'clock 


% 


9. Did you obliere any thing Particular in the courſe of the evening? 
can't ſay I did. 
9. Do you recollect who gave the firſt intimation for the company to de- 
part? U ady Worſley was for breaking up very early: ſhe made the mo- 
tion between twelve and one o'clock, Mrs. Leverſage was afraid ſhe did not 
like her company, by her wanting to break up ſo ſoon, and wiſhed her to ſtay 
a little longer. She ſat down again; and, to the beſt of my recollection, Cap- 
tain Biſſet looked at his watch, and ſaid, Don't go yet. She fat . again, 
and ſtaid till near a quarter after one. | 

9. What became of Lady Worſley after that I rang the bell for a ſer- 
vant to light them home; but none coming, I took a candle, and opened the 
door myſelf, intending todlight them home, as Sir Richard Worfley's houſe 
was nearly oppoſite. I went as far as within a few yards of Sir Richard's door, 
and then Captain Biſſet deſired I would not trouble myſelf to go any further, | 
ſo I wiſhed them a good night, and returned to my houſe, 

9. They took. their leave then in the manner you have ſtated ?—Yes, Sir. 

9. And you ſaw no more of them?—No, I ſaw no more of them. 

9, When did you next ſce, or hear of them ?—Between four and five 


o'clock in the. morning, I heard a violent rapping at the door. I immediately 


got up and went to the win low to lee who it was; and I found it was one of 
Sir Richard Worſley's ſervants: he came with Sir Richard Worſley's com- 
pliments to deſire Lady Worſley wovld come home. I told him that Lady 
Worſley was not at my houſe, and that I had not ſeen her ſince one o'clock. — 


-About a quartcr of an hour, or ten minutes after, I heard another knocking 


at the door. I went to the window, and found it was Sir Richard Worſley 


himſelf; he ſays, Leverſage, where is Lady Worſley ?— 


. Mr. 


! 


Mr. Attorney General. Did you go to Chapman's, to ma“ e any enquiry 
there? No: he deſired to be let in, and I came down and let him in. 

Qi. Do you know any thing more of this tranſaction No, I do not, 

Q: Do you know Captain Biſſett's hand- writing ?—TI do not. 


_ Croſs-Examination, by Mr. Be ARCROFT, 


9. When did your acquaintance firſt commence with Captain Bifſeer ?— 
1 do not know juſtly ; I 3 it was at * Wickham, before he joined 
the regiment. 
2: Lou have lived in habits of great Airy and friendſhip ?—Not very 
great. 
Mr. S AD LE R fworn. 


Proves the hand-writing of Mr. Biſſett in two letters; the firſt of which 
ſhewed the friendſhip and attachment which ſubſiſted between the Plaintiff 
and the Defendant. In this letter the Defendant congratulated Sir Richard on 
Lady Worſley's ſafe delivery of her daughter, and concluded by ſaying he 
was much. concerned for her health and happineſs, and that he wiſhed 
for nothing ſo much as her return to quarters; and the laſt, dated the morning 
of the elopement, incloſing his commiſſion, which he begged of Sir Richard to 
accept, and that he would expect his anſwer at Lord ** Cleveland 


Row, London. 
FRANCIS GODFREY feorn, 


Examined by Mr. PECHELL, for Mr. Wasala, 


Q You was a ſervant of Sir Richard Worſley's in November laſt 2—Yes, 
Sir. 


: November i in the afternoon ?—Yes, Sir. 
9. Did ſhe leave any meſſage with you, or give any particular directions 
she told me, if any body came to enquire after her, to tell them that ſne 


ſhould not ſup at home that night. 


9. Did you fit up that night? Tes, Sir. 
* To what time did you fit up?: Till between four and five or fix o'clock; 


® 9. Did 


9. Do you remember Lady Worſley's going out on Sunday the 18th of 


CE Prog 
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9. Did Sir Richard call to you at any, and what time ?—Yes, Sir; I 
think it was near five o'clock. 

9. Did he ſend you to Mr. Leverſage's to enquire for Lady Worſley {—TYes, 
Sir. 

9. What was the anſwer you got? After repeated enquiry, that Lady 
Worſley had left the houſe in company with Captain Biſlett about one 

o' clock. 

Mr. Howarth, How long had you lived with Sir Richard Worſley — 
had lived with him but one day. 

Mr. Pechell. How did Sir Richard Worſley appear? very much * e 
— Yes, Sir. 


Mr. ST UB BS corn. 
Examined by Mr. LEE. 


9. Do you recollect Mr. Biſſett's coming home to his lodgings at your 
houſe I don't remember his coming home. 

Q: Do you recollect any particulars of hearing or ſpeaking to him, or : ſeeing 
him in the houſe? — About half paſt three, or near four, he knocked at my 
chamber door. I called to know who was there, and Mr. Bifſerr aſked me to 
tet him light a candle, I got up and went to the door, and he lit his candle 
at my door. 

9. Had you any opportunity of knowing whether Mr. Biſſett was at that 
time alone, or whether he had any company with him 2 don't know that: 
when. he lit his candle, he was in his bed gown, or morning gown ; and when. 
he had lit his candle, he went to his own room again. Some little time after- 
wards he came out, and called Connolly, and deſired him to go down ſtairs : 
and in a very little time afterwards, (I don't know how long, it might be 
about ten minutes aſterwards) Mr. Biffett called to the man again; Me then 
I think Connolly, or ſomebody elſe, went out of the door. In about ten mi- 
nutes, or a quarter of an hour after that, | heard a noiſe in Mr. Biſſett's room, 


of throwing up the ſaſh. I got out of bed, and went to his room to ſee if he 


wanted any thing. I rapped at the door, and aſked him if he wanted any af. 
ſoſtance: Are not you well? ſays I; ſhallI call the maid? He ſaid, No. I did 


call the maid ; and then I went to bed again. Preſently, the perſon who went 


out, whoever it was, came in again; and foon after that there was a chaiſe 
came 


n 
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came to the door; it did not ſtop at the door, but went further on to turn 


about: and ſome little time after, I heard him and ns id elſe go- down 
ſtairs; and then I heard the chaiſe drive off. 

Mr. Attorney General, What o'clock 635 that be About a quarter be- 
fore five; it was before it was light. 


Lord Mansfield. This is nothing but travelling a long way about; why 


don't you come to the point, and bring them ro London at once ? 
THOMAS BOURN form. 
Examined by Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


9. You are a waiter at the Hotel, in Pall-mall ?——Yes, Sir. 

2: Do you remember any body coming there in a poſt-chaiſe, on Mon- 
day, the 19th of November laſt *?!—Yes, Sir. 

9, What time in the morning: l can't aſcertain the time. 

9. As near as you can guefs ?—l might be about two o'clock. 

9, What perfons were in the chaiſe ? A Lady and a Gentleman, 

Lord Mansfield. What Hotel is it ?: The Royal Hotel, in Pall-malt. 

9. Did you ſhew them to any room in the Hotel ? -I went to the chaiſe 
door, and the Gentleman let the window down about half way. I went to 
open the door, and he pulled it up again. I ſtaid abit, and he let the win- 
dow half way down again; and as I was opening the door, he threw it up 
again, Mr Weſton then came to the door, and the Gentleman and Lady 
got out; they went very faſt into the houſe, and he ſhewed them up-ſtairs. 
into a room called the Apollo, a large drawing-room ; and they immedi- 
ately ordered breakfaſt. 

9. What did they do after breakfaſt ? 


then I left them, 
9. Did they deſire you to prepare any bed-room Les, as near the di⸗ 


ning · room as I poſſibly could; and I ordered a fire to be lit in No. 14. 
9. What happened next ? I don't recollect any thing more, 
9. When the bed was made, what did they do then? They went to bed. 
Lord Mansfield. How do you know they went to bed ? Becauſe, my 
Lord, I went to take the things away, and they were gone out of the dining» 


room. 
9. You did not ſee them go into the bed room No, my L ond. 3 
MF. 
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ö 1 ſuppoſe 


them to be Man and Wife? 


1 
al. After you had cleared away the things in the dining- 


A was called for as a waiter? Yes; Sir. 
before break of day, ſeven o'clock I] can't aſcertain the 


Ar. Htorney Gen 


This was f 
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. You ſaw the ſame Lady and Gentlemah in the dining-room again? 
wie Sir. n 

9. Do you know whether any orders were given relative to the bed- room? 
„ to me, there was not. | 

9. How long did they ſtay there? Four or five days. 

Q: How did they paſs ?!!—As Man and Wife. 

9. Did you hear them ſay any thing to import that? 
Man and Wife; 1 did not know any thing to the contrary. 

Q; Did you hear them mention one another i in any ſhape, ſo as to take 
No, I did not. 
Lord Mansfield. Had they only one bed? No, only one bed. 
9. How did you know of their lying together, if you never was in the 


—I took them to be 


room while they were in bed; and what mduces you to think they lay in one 
bed? 


—Becaule there was no other bed in the room, my Lord. 


ANN WATKINS ON * ſworn. 
«Sig > Examined by Mr. Lx k. 


Q. Did you live at the Royal Hotel in November laſt Ves, Sir. 

Q. Did you live there in November laſt, when a Gentleman and Lady came 
to the Apollo? Tes, Sir. Th | 

Q. In what capacity did you ſerve in the houſe ?!——As houle-keeper, 

Q. Do you know, after this Gentleman and Lady lodged at this houſe, where 
they (lept ? Their dining- room was in the Apollo, and their bed-chamber 
in No. 14. 

9. Was that adjoining to the polls ? 
very near it. | 
9. Do you know whether they ſlept in that room, or where they ſlept ?— 

1 don't know whether they ſlept in that room; I imagine they did. 

Q; What is your reaſon for imagining, or thinking they did? Perhaps you 
mean a diſtinction of ſleeping and lying in the room? I did not ſee them 
Heep. 


No, they do not join; it was 


[ 9 ] 


9. Did you receive any orders about it 11 received l to make the | 


room ready, and I got the room ready. 

Qi: Had you an opportunity of ſeeing the bed afrerwagh ves Sir. 

9. Had any body been in it? — I ſaw that ſomebody had laid in the bed. 

9. How long did they continue there; one night, or two, or more —17 hey 
ſtaid at our houſe about a week. | R 

9. Lying in that bed, and dining in the Hpoll ?—Yes, Sir. 

9. Pray, had you an opportunity of ſeeing how they behaved to each = 
or how they addreſſed each other ?—I never heard them ſay any thing to 
each other. 

9. Lou carried in things that were wanted? Tes, Sir. 

2, Do you mean into the bed. room, or into the dining-room ?—I was in 
them both ſeveral times. 

9, While they were up ?—Yes, Sir. 

9. You never ſaw them in bed, did you ?—I believed them to be in bak 

9, What was your reaſon for believing them to be in bed ?—Becauſe I 
heard them ſpeak in bed. 

Lord Mansfield. Do you know who they were?—Yes, my Lord: I did 
not know who they were when they came in; but I have heard who they were 
ſince, 

9. Did you know their perſons I can't ſay I did; ; I have heard who they 
were ſince. When I went into the room, there was a Lady i in the room; and 
ſhe aſked her name, and the Lady ſaid her name was Worſley.. 

©. She deſired to know her name? Ves, and ſhe ſaid her name was Lady 
Worlley. 

Mrs. COMMANDE ſworn. 


Examined b Mr. ArTOoRN EY GENERAL, 


— 


2. Did you live at the Hotel in Pall- mall, in November laſt res, Sir. 

9, Do you recollect a Gentleman and Lady coming there in a e 
one morning? — Tes, Sir. 

A: Do you recollect the day November the 19th. 

9. How long did they ſtay at your houſe ?—They ſtaid there till the 24th, 

Did you know who their perſons were ? No. 

9. Have you fince known who they were ] have ſince known wha 
F they were; I found they were Mr. Biſſett and Lady Worſley. 
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-:&% In what way did they live there? Did they go by any name at all ?— 
No name at all. | 


Q: How did they treat each other ?—I can't ſay any hin thac 

2, As Man and Wife, or expreſſions of that kind ?—I don't know. 

9. Do you Fecallecy Lady Worſley's name being mentioned in the room? 
Les, Sir. 

2, When was that? — The 24th, the morning they went away. f 

2. How came that ?—I introduced two perſons, two of Sir Richard's 
bervants, a woman and a groom, to Lady us and Mr, E while they 
were in bed. 

9. How did they take this behaviour from you ?—Why, Sir, in a the even- 
ing Mr, Biſſett ſent for me into the dining- room, and defired to know the 
Treaſon of ſhewing ſuch perſons up, as Sir Richard Worſley's groom, into Lady 
Worſley's bed-room ; and ſaid it was much againſt the houſe to uſe Ladies of 
Quality in that manner. 

2. What was their reaſon for going away; did they tell you ?— No, 
Sir ; 

9. Nor Lady Worſley ?—No, Sir. | 

2, Have you ſeen them in bed at any time 1, Sir, at one 9 clock i in 
* morning. 


( 1 - 8 
: | Mr. H E R N E fworn. 
N N | 88 b. | Examined by Mr. LIE. : / 


_ FO you 3 the Defendant, Mr. Biſſet— No, Sir. 
Do you know of any eſtate he has es, Sir; 1 am receiver of his 


rents. 
9. That is a better thing. Do you know what his fortune is, what'is the va- 


lue of his property in the Ille of Wight :—Somewhere about Sol. or  ſome- 
thing, more than $00l, a year. ; 


The EN D of the Evidence for the PLAINTIFF. 
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. Mr. BEARCROF T, i in Fla to he <4 ER did not attempt to make any 
2 defence i in controvertion of the charge exhibited againſt the Defendant, but was 
very ready to admit, that the Plaintiff was intitled to a verdict, The only 


queſtion which then remained, was upon the ſubject of damages; in mitiga- 
tion 
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tion of which only he would defend his client ; and did not doubt to prove, to 
the ſatisfaction of the Jury, that Sir Richard not only acquieſced under re- 
peated acts of his own diſhonour with various — but even excited and 
encouraged it: On which 

Lord Mansfield ſaid, If a Plaintiff encourages, or is privy to, or conſenting 
at all, or contributing to the debauchery of his Wie, or r joins in it, he ought 
not to recover a ver dict. 

Mr. Bearcroft then ſtated, That he could not only prove this to be the fact, 
but that he ſhould prove by the Affidavits of the Woman who attended the Bath 
at Maidſtone, that the Plaintiff there had abſolutely raiſed the Defendant upon 
his ſhoulders to view his naked Wife while bathing, and at the ſame time 
called to her, ſaying, SzyMouR ! SEYMOUR! Pifſet is looking at you; and that 
ſhe, on coming out after ſhe had dreſſed herſelf, joined the Gentlemen; and 
they all went off together in a hearty laugh at the tranſaction which had paſſed. 
The Bathing-woman was ill, and could not attend the trial herſelf to give evi- 
dence of this fact; but that it had been agreed between the parties, that the 

Attornies on each ſide ſhould go down to the place for the purpoſe of taking 
the Affidavits, and in order to view the ſituation ; which they had done, and 
which affidavits would be read. 

That the Defendant could not poſſibly be the Father of the Child Worn in 
Auguſt laſt, as his firſt acquaintance with the Plaintiff commenced 1 in 
March; ſo that he had not baſtardized the Plaintiff's iſſue. 

2 He wondered why they had not called ſome perſons belonging to, or about 
| the family, in order to prove how the parties lived together; a circumſtance 
very material in a caſe like this: They had only called one perſon cy 4 to 
the family; that was the Butler, who had lived in the houſe but one day, and 
who, of courſe, could not ſpeak to that point. . 
That the licentious conduct of Lady Worſley, was ſo notorious, that it had 
been the ſubject of common converſation; and that many Ladies of Diſtinction, 
in the Iſle of Wight and elſewhere, had frequently remonſtrated with Sir Rich- 
ard on that ſubject, and told him, that, if he did not attempt to reſtrain her con- 
duct, her character would be ruined and deſtroyed; that the anſwer Sir Rich- 
ard made was, that Lady Worlley liked it, and he choſe to do it to oblige 
her; upon which a very ſenſible Lady, who had frequently remonſtrated with 
him on the ſubject, replied, © If this 1 Is the caſe, God help you ! you are the 
| « molt 
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ce moſt contented Hvuszand I ever knew:” and that, from the Lady's 


many prior connections, the idea of ſeduction by the preſent Defendant was 
totally done away. | 


EVIDE NYSE for the DEFENDANT. 


MARY MARRIOTT 
Being unable to attend the trial, the following Affidavits were read. 


Mary Marriott depoſed, that Lady Worſley uſed to come to the cold bath, / 
near Maidſtone, to bathe, and that ſhe uſed to attend her; that Sir Richard 
and Mr. Biſſett were generally with her; and that the laſt time ſhe came, which 
was about noon, in September laſt, and at the latter end of the hop-ſeaſon, 
Sir Richard Worſley and Mr. Biſſett ſtaid at the door without, while ſhe 
bathed ; that after ſhe had bathed, ſhe retired into a corner to put on her 
ſhift, as Ladies uſually do after bathing, and then returned to dreſs herſelf, 
and fat herſelf down on the ſeat : that there is a window over the door of the 
building in which the bath is, and which is the only inlet for light into the 
bath, and from which any perſon, who is ſitting down on the ſeat, may be 
ſeen, but not when retired into the corner; that when ſhe had almoſt finiſhed 
dreſſing herfelf, Sir Richard tapped at the door, and ſaid, “Seymour! Sey- 
© mour ! Biſſett is going to get up to look at you,” or words to that effect; and, 
looking round, ſne ſaw his face at the window: that he continued there about 
five minutes ; that ſhe did not ſee the Plaintiff on the outſide, but believes 
he muſt help the Defendant up; and that after Lady Worſley had dreſſed her- 

| ſelf, ſhe went out, and they were all merry and laughing together : that, ex- 
cepting this, ſhe never ſaw any improper conduct or behaviour in the ſaid 
three perſons, unleſs what is above ſtated may be thought ſo. 
In addition to this, there was another Affidavit read, in which ſhe believed 
that Mr. Biſſett could not have got up to the window, unleſs he had been 
aſſiſted by Sir Richard, or ſtood upon his ſhoulders ; and that Sir Richard 
n eaſily have pulled him down if he pleaſed. / | 
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The Right Honourable Lord DE E RH URS T Horn. 


Examined by Mr. HowART H. 


2. In what year was your Lordſhip firſt acquainted with Lady Worſley ? 
In the year 1779. 

2. Had your Lordſhip an opportunity of obſerving her conduct in the 
courſe of that year?—I thought her conduct very diſſolute, and that ſhe 
was very unfaithful to her Huſband. 

9. Had you occaſion to know Sir Richard alſo ?—Yes, Sir. 

9. Did ſhe receive, during the time you knew him, any endeavour, or at- 
tempt, on his part, to check the diſſoluteneſs of her conduct? None. 

9. Does your Lordſhip remember being on a viſit at the Iſle of Wight, 
at Sir Richard's houſe ?—I do. 

9. Has your Lordſhip any recollection of any particular expreſſions Sir 
Richard Worſley made uſe of, reſpecting his Wife, in addreſſing himſelf to 
you? I hope I am not called to betray ay private converſation ? ? 

Lord Mansfield, No. | 

Lord Deerburſt. He did, then, ſay, That many young Men had tried 
her, to no effect ; and that I had his permiſſion to try my chance with her · 
But it was faid jocoſely, and I conſidered it in that light. 

9. Do you recolle& what led to that converftion ? — Lady Worlley' O 
paſſing by the window, gave him an opportunity of making that remark, 

9. Have you any — 2 of the beginning of it? I have not. 

The only recollection, then, that you have, was, that your Lordſhip 
might try your chance with her —1 recollect that ee alone. 

Lord Mansfield, That goes for nothing. 

9. How long did your Lordſhip continue in ) the Iſle of Wight ro the 
beſt of my recollection, ten days. 

9. At his houſe ? — At his houſe. 

9. Do you remember whether Sir Richard Worſley had an opportunity at 
any time of obſerving the intimacy and attention your Lordſhip paid' to 
Lady Worſley ? and your Lordihip will mention the particular time.—He 
found me in her dreſſing- room, adjacent to her bed-chamber, at four o'clock 
in the morning. 

9. How was Lady Wenner dreſſed at that time ?—T don't particularly 
recolleRt. 
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2. In a dreſs, or undreſs?—I don't remember; I made no obſervation 
upon it. Sir Richard expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at finding me there at 
that hour, 


. Do you recollect his expreſſion : He ſaid © Deerhurſt ! how came you 
here?” And after that I went to my bed- room. 


9. How long did your Lordſhip continue there, after that To the 
beſt of my recollection, three or four days afterwards. 


2 Do you recollect whether, after that, you were permitted to attend 
Lady Worſley out upon parties? —I was. . 

9. To what parts of the country :] don't particularly remember. 
2. Do you remember going to Southampton? Ves, Sir. 

2: Was that after ?—Yes, Sir. 


Q: Did you go alone with Lady Worlley, or did Sir Richard attend you? 


—1 went alone. 


9. Did Sir Richard know of your going Hie did. 

9. I underſtand he came part of the way with you ? 
miles with us. | 

9. Do you recolle& what time of the year you went down to the ine of 
Wight? To the beſt of my recollection, the 2d of September. 

2: Where did your Lordſhip meet her afterwards ?—I met her at King- 
Ron, and afterwards at Sodalmin, on her journey to Southampton. 

9. Was Lady Worſley travelling by herſelf, unattended ; or was Sir Rich- 
ard with her, or any other perſon? Quite alone. 

9. Did you know of her intention of going Les, ; I met her at King- 
ſton, and afterwards at Godalmin. 

2: Did ſhe ſleep there ?—Yes. 

9. Had your Lordſhip any particular intimacy with her that night?—Be 
ſo kind as to put that queſtion again. 

9. Was you particularly connected with her that night ? 

Lord Deerburſt. With your Lordſhip's permiſſion, I decline that. 

Lord Mansfield, Certainly—You have no right to be aſked that, 


He went 1220 


. Ee by Mr. ATTORNEY- tn: 


9. On this journey to Southampton, you were then leaving Sir Richard's 
houſe ?—Yes, Sir, 


And 


1 


9, And at the time when Lady Worſley was going part of the road ?— 
Les, Sir. 


9. Do you know the diſtance from Southampton, to Sir Richard's houſe ? 
Ehe diſtance from Cowes is, I think, about thirteen miles. 

9. You proceeded to London ? did. 

9, Was you permitted to be of her parties: I know of no particular per- 
miſſion of Sir Richard's; he did not object to my going with Lady Worſley. 
Other Gentlemen yere permitted to be of the ſame parties, Sir Richard not 
objecting. 5 

9. I ſhould be glad to know whether your Lordſhip did not bring, 
leave, a meſſage from Sir Richard to Lady Worſley, at the Hotel ?—] I. 

9. Did you receive any, and what anſwer ? I did. 

9. Be ſo kind as to inform the Court what it was,——It was to tell Sir 


Richard, That it was in vain for him to attempt to recover Lady Wotfley, 
as ſhe was determined never to return to him again. 


The Right Honourable Lord PETERBOROUGH fivory. 
| Examined by Mr. PzcH18LL. 


21 Pray, my Lord, what time did your acquzintance with Lady Wor- 
ley begin? l don't exactly remember. It was at the time * open- 
ed, in the year 1780, ſome time in ſpring. 


Q: What was the occaſion of your Lordſhip's firſt acquaintance with TR 
Il was firſt introduced to her at Sadler's Wells. 


9. By who?—By my Lord Deerhurſt. 


9. At that time, had you any acquaintance with Sir Richard? None, 


either then or after. 


2: Then, during the time of your acquaintance. with Lady Worſtey, you 
never ſpoke to him? No. 

2: What was your Lordſhip's opinion of her general behaviour? Did it 
bear the appearance of an affectionate, conſtant Wife to Sir Richard — 
I made no obſervations, as I never ſaw them together. 


9. Do you think ſhe conducted herſelf as a decent, modeſt Wife 
I ſhould rather think not. 


BOUCHIER 


1 
B OUC HIER SMITH, E. worn. 


Examined by Mr. BEAR CRO r. 


9. I believe you was acquainted with Lady Ls -I was. 
2: When In the vear 1779. 


9. During the time of your acquaintance with her, what was your gene- 
ral opinion of her character and behaviour I thought ſhe did not conduct 
herſelf as a woman regarding her own fame. 


9. Was that her — character? — That is the ch, Aer I have heard 
of her. 


9. At that time? — Ves, Sir. 


9. Do you remember, at any time, meeting Sir Richard, when you and 
his Lady were together? Ard do you remember any particular circumſtance, 
on occaſion of the Shooter's-hill party ?—We met Sir Richard Worfley, in 
a phaceton ; and Lady Worſley deſired him ſeveral times to go with her; but 
he refuſed, and drove off towards town. 

9. Who were the parties ?—Mr. Harvey, and Miſs Vernon. 

Q: Did he enquire where they were going ?—Yes. 

9, And ſhe aſked him to go?—Yes. 


N. Do you recollect any particular circumſtance happening with regard to 
Lady Worfley's behaviour at that time? No, not on that day. 


The Right Honourable the Marquis of GRAHAM ſworn. 


Examined by Mr. HowaRTH. 


9. When did your Lordſhip's firſt acquaintance commence with Lady 
Worſley ?—Three or four years ago. 


.. You was not at all acquainted with Sir Richard ?—Not at all. 


9. In your Lordſhip's acquaintance with Lady Worſley, did you fre- 
quently viſit at Sir Richard's houſe ?—Not frequently, I believe; ſometimes 
I did. 

9. What were your Le 8 1 on Lady Worfley's general 
deportment and conduct, during the time you knew her ?- 
lively, and free in her behaviour. 


9, Was her behaviour ſuch as became a modeſt and married Mis 2 2 
—1 taink it was not. 


* Was, gay, | 


2. Was 


1 


2; Was there any abſolute impropriety in her conduct? There was no 
abſolute impropriety in her conduct. 

9. Then your Lordſhip, during the time you knew her, had no reaſon 
to obſerve that there was any thing in her conduct i improper or immodet : : 
— Not immodeſt. 

9. You are ſpeaking of her behaviour, and manner I am ſpeaking of 
her conduct, as it fell within converſation. 

9. What was your Lordſhip's opinion, as to every circumſtance which 
fell within your obſervation? Was it, that ſhe was a modeſt, decent Mar- 
ried Woman ?—That part which relates to myſelf, I have no buſineſs to 
anſwer, 

9. Whether your Lordſhip had not occaſion to know of her ill "WA of 
health, from the care and attention you may have paid to Lady Worſley ? 

Tord Mansfield. That is too general a queſtion. 

Mr. Howarth, I want to know the fact. 

Lord Mansfield. Tt can't be. The anſwer implies it; or how i is a man to 
know that? 


Mr. C L A R K ſworn. 


| Examined by Mr. PECHELI. 


9. Beſo kind as to give us an account of the time the,acquaintance began 
between Sir Richard Worſley and the Defendant. I believe the firſt perſonal 
interview was the latter end of the month of February, or the firſt or ſecond 

week in March, in the year 1781. 

2. On what occaſion did they firſt come together ?—I was at Sir Richard 
Worſley's houſe, and I mentioned to him that I am concerned for Mr. Biſſett. 
I am likewiſe concerned for Sir Richard; I mentioned to him that Mr. Biſſett 
had lodgings in Lincoln's Inn. 1 knew ſome letters had paſſed between 
them reſpecting a Burgage-Tenure Mr. Biſſett is poſſeſſed of in the Iſle 
of Wight. Sir Richard deſired me to go to him, as he was not known to 
him; and I went to him. 

9. This was not at all on the requeſt of Mr. Biffett ?—No. 

Q: In conſequence of that did you go to Mr. Biſſett? Ves, Sir. 

Ar. Bearcroft. Was that the firſt perſonal interview ?—Yes, Sir. 
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a. 

The Honourable CHARLES WYND HAM, Eſq; ſworn. 
# Examined by Mr. HOWART H. 
1 9. When did your acquaintance firſt commence with Lady Worſley?— Be- 
tween three and four years ago ; before I went abroad. 

A.: Was you of the number of Sir Richard Worſley's acquaintance?-= 
at that time. Since that I have had a very ſlight acquaintance with him. 

9. During the time you was acquainted with her, was her behaviour ſuch. 
as became a decent, modeſt Woman? No, Sir, I think not. 

9. Pray, Sir, do you remember, about the time of your going abroad, that 
any thing particular paſſed between you and Lady Worſley, reſpecting. any. 


Not 


particular favour you received in Kenſington Gardens ?- No. 
Q. Do you remember any thing reſpecting a ring ? Yes, Sir. 
9. What was that? My. acquaintance ceaſed before I went abroad. 


9. What ring was it ?!!—A gold ring. 
L 9, Was it her wedding ring? Ho can I anſwer that? 
9. She took it off her finger, and made it a preſent to you? Ves, Sir. 


Doctor OSBORNE rn. 
Examined by Mr. BEaR CROFT. 
2: Do you remember attending Lady Worſley at any time in the year-: 
1980 ? Very well. | 
9. What time of the year ? About Auguſt, in the year 1780. 
2: Where was ſhe ? In town, at Sir Richard's houſe. | 
9. Give an account of the condition you found her. in. Between | 
Patient and Phyſician there is an implied ſecrecy; the nature of the caſe re- 
quires it: and that being the ſtate of the caſe, I ſhould hardly conceive my-_. 
felf. at liberty to declare it; but I have the Wo s permiſſion to give evidence 
of the truth. 
9. You was not employed by Sir Richard ? No. 
2: In what condition did you find her? Lady Worſley had ſome com- 
plaints on her, which I fancy were the conſequence of a Venereal Diſorder. 
| | 9. In what ſtate did you find her? l believe it was never known : at 
ö JH leaſt I never was aſked my idea of the diſorder; nor did I think it neceſſary 


4 = to mention it. My buſineſs was to cure her; and I do not chuſe to talk upon 
| | the ſubject, one way or other. 


| Lord Mansfield. You might have told them, when they aſked you, that you 
1 . deſired to be excuſed. 


The E x p of the Evidence for the DEFENDANT. 


vw 2p WS 
Mr. J. FARRE R, Attorney for the Plaintiff, ſtorn on behalf of the Plaintiff. 


Examined by Mr. ATTORNEY- GENERAL. 


9. You went down to the Cold Bath mentioned in the Affidavitb- 
Yes, Sir. 

9. Did you ſee the place on which Mr. Biſſett got to look into the Bath? 
And do you think he could do it without the aſſiſtance of Sir Richard? 
I believe he might do it with a great deal of eaſe, and without aſſiſtance. 

9. What is the height? it is about breaſt-high ; there is an arm-chair - 


on the outſide; and when I was on the chair, I could raiſe myſelf up to the 
window very eaſily. 


9. How many feet high may it be? About four feet. 
Mr. Bearcroft. Where is the ſeat On the outſide of the Bath. 


Mr. ArrokxEY GENERAL made à ſhort reply upon the ſubje of Damages; and 
Baving, in commenting on Lord DzetxnursT's Evidence, miſtook him in that 
part where his Lordſhip ſays be went to Southampton with Lady WoksLzy, . 

Be roſe to explain it, and ſaid, * That be remained at Southampton with her 
rwenty-four hours, and then returned and that ſhe ftaid three or four days.” . 


LORD MANSFIELD... 
GinTLEMEN of the Jo R Y, 


THERE ariſes upon this evidence a ſerious queſtion for your conſideration. 
Ahe nature of the action is ſuch, that the Defendant cannot confeſs a Ver- 


dict, becauſe this is between the Huſband and Wife and the Agulterer; and 
further procecdings may be had: therefore the Verdict you give mult be out 
of the truth and juſtice of the caſe, and the. juſtice of the Evidence. 

Now, the ſingle queſtion is, Whether Sir Richard has not been privy to 
the proſtitution. of his Wife? aſſenting to, encouraging and exciting even 


this Defendant? And, if he is ſo, upon your. opinion of the Evidence, he 


ought 
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oughit not to recover in this Action If he is not, why then the only queſtion 
that remains, is upon the ſubject of Damages; upon which I will not ſay a 
word to you. You are the beſt judges of that. 


This Woman, for three or four years,, has been proſtituted with a 
variety of people; that is extremely clear. A- ſtronger inſtance than the 
Doctor's appearance this day, and what he has ſaid, need not have been 
brought.—In the year 177 Lord Deerhurſt knew Lady Worſley ; ſhe 
was very profligate, and no ſtep was taken by Sir Richard to prevent her: 
he continued in the Ilfle of Wight ten days, and he has mentioned a conver- 
ſation that paſſed between him and-Sir Richard, which ought to be laid out of 
the caſe, becauſe it ſeems to be ironical: © That many young men had tried 
© her, without ſucceſs; and that he might take his chance with her.” But he 
ſays, once the Plaintiff found him in Lady Worſley's drefling-room at four 
o'clock in the morning; and he only ſays to him, ©« Deerhurſt, how came you 
« here?” And there is no further explanation or examination between them, 
Is it not extraordinary to find a Gentleman in his Lady's dreſſing-room a 
four o'clock in the morning, and nothing further ſaid ? All is well ; they are 
all good company the next morning; and ſome few days afterwards Lady 
Worſley is going to Southampton. At the ſame time Sir Richard goes eight 
miles with her, and leaves Lord Deerhurſt to go on with her to Southampton : 
he goes on with her to Suthampton; he ſtays there twenty-four hours, and 
ſhe ſtays three or four days :—yet there is no appearance of Jealouſy in the 
Huſband ! ! This evidence deſerves your conſideration. 

Another piece of evidence, is that of the Woman at the Bath at 
Maidſtone ; ſhe wears, -ſhe believes it was impoflible for Mr. Biſſett 
to have got up the height of the balcony, to look into the Bath, 
unleſs he had ſtood upon Sir Richard's ſhoulders : but this is matter 
of belief; and they have called the Attorney, and you have heard his 
evidence: he went down there to take the affidavits: he ſays he got 
up with a great deal of eaſe, and without aſſiſtance ; that he got up firſt on 
an arm-chair which ſtood on the outſide of the Bath, and then it was only | 


four feet above him; ſo that, if he had not ſtood upon Sir Richard's ſhoulders, 


he might eaſily have pulled him down if he pleaſed ; inſtead of which he only 
taps at the door, and ſays, SEYMOUR! SEYMOUR! Biſſet is looking at you. And 
"when ſhe is dreſſed and comes out, ſhe joins them, and they are all jolly and 


merry, and laughing, and go away together. 
| Y This 
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This is the evidence which they have given; and if upon that evidence you 
think the Huſband was privy to, conſenting, and encouraging this debauchery, 
he ought not to have your Verdict ; but if you think he is intitled to your 
Verdict, then the only point for your conſideration is, What Damages you 


will give. You will conſider of your Verdi&, and give what Damages 
you think proper. 


The Jury went out of court, and after debating near an 
hour, returned with a Verdict for the Plaintiff, giv- 
ing him only One ſhilling Damages. 


THE END. 


Ta SS Sa © . 
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